
 

 

 
 

Willys Jeep:  Build a Console.1 
By Glenn A. Smith 

 
I needed a console in my CJ3B.  I had two goals in mind.  First for storage, 
second as a protected mount for the radio. 
 
Materials 
 
Pine Strip, 2 ½” x ½”, 3’ length          5 each 
Oak Veneer Plywood, 3 x 2 x ¼”       2 each 
Oak, 14“ x 8“ x ½”                             2 each 
Peg Board, 14” x 4”                            2 each 
Latch                                                   1 each 
Hinge, 2” x 3/4”                                  2 each 
Wood Screws, Brads, Glue 
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This is my initial working drawing.  Your dimensions will depend on which 
year model Willys you are working on. 
 

 
 
 
 



 

 

The six pictures that follow were taken after I finished the rough 
construction, prior to sanding, finishing and installing hardware. 
 

 
 

Top view, with the radio installed. 
 

 
 

Top view, without the radio. 
 

 
 
 

   
Front view. 

 

         
            Rear view.                                           Bottom view. 
 
 



 

 

The finished console with all hardware installed.  I used a dog leash chain 
fished through a thin wall rubber tube to restrict the top from opening too 
far.  And the drink holder has been fabricated and finished.  It does not get 
attached until final installation in the Jeep. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 



 

 

 
 
Final installation in the Jeep. 
 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 
 

 
 
The top of the console and drink holder are made from solid ½” oak.  This 
same basic design should work for Willys Jeep CJ2A, CJ3A, CJ3B, early 
CJ5 or CJ6. 
 
Final note.  The tool box under the passengers seat has an air vent where the 
console installs between it and the fuel tank.  You will have to cut this vent 
to install the console.  If you do not want to cut the vent then use alternate 
design dimensions, or make a square box.  Note that a square box will have 
stability problems.  I used peg board on the bottom to make it a speaker box 
for the radio.  
 
 

_____________________________________________ 
 
 
 

 
 
If you’ve read this far, I hope you enjoyed the tutorial.  I’m just another guy trying to make 
his way in this world.  If you liked it, send a donation to the author in appreciation.  Kind 
of like the shareware concept.   
 

_____________________________________________ 
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Mail correspondence to:  Smittys Willys, c/o Glenn A. Smith, P.O. Box 201, Golden, TX 75444. 
 
 


